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Regulations amending the Regulations on the regulation of the mackerel fishery in 2025 

§ 30 Entry into force 

Laid down by the Directorate of Fisheries on 13 January 2025 pursuant to Section 27 of the 
Regulations of 18 December 2024 no. 3485 on the regulation of the mackerel fishery in 2025. 

In 

The following amendments are made to the Regulations of 18 December 2024 no. 3485 on the 
regulation of the mackerel fishery in 2025: 

Section 17 second paragraph (amended) shall read: 

Vessels that have a recruitment quota bonus awarded in accordance with the Regulations on 
the allocation of recruitment quota bonuses can fish and land a guaranteed quota of 19 tonnes. 

II 

The Regulations enter into force immediately. 

The regulations read as follows: 

------------- 

Regulations on the regulation of the mackerel fishery in 2025 

Adopted by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries on 18 December 2024 pursuant to Act 
No. 37 of 6 June 2008 on the Management of Wild Living Marine Resources (the Marine 
Resources Act) Sections 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 27, 36, 37 and 59 and Act No. 15 of 26 March 1999 
on the Right to Participate in Fishing and Hunting (the Participation Act), Sections 20 and 21, cf. 
Delegation Decision No. 99 of 11 February 2000. 

Chapter 1. Fishing bans and quotas 

§ 1 General prohibition 

It is forbidden for Norwegian vessels to fish and land mackerel in 2025. 

§ 2 Total quota 

Notwithstanding the prohibition in section 1, Norwegian vessels with the right to participate 
may fish and land up to 130,000 tonnes of mackerel in Norway's territorial waters, Norway's 
exclusive economic zone, the fisheries zone around Jan Mayen, the fisheries protection zone 
around Svalbard and in international waters. Of this quantity, 955 tonnes are allocated to 
research and teaching quotas, 1,300 tonnes to bait, 508 tonnes to recruitment quotas for 



vessels in the closed coastal group and 200 tonnes to recruitment quotas for vessels in the 
open coastal group. 

Of the total quota, 5,150 tonnes can be fished in the Faroe Islands' fishing zone and 78,000 
tonnes can be fished in the UK's exclusive economic zone. 

The Directorate of Fisheries may diberentiate quotas stipulated in the Regulations for fishing in 
the Faroe Islands' fishing zone. 

§ 3 Group quotas for purse seine vessels 

Vessels with a purse seine permit can fish and land up to 87,908 tonnes of mackerel, of which 
55,433 tonnes can be fished in the UK's exclusive economic zone. 

Small purse seiners can fish and land up to 8,047 tonnes of mackerel, of which 5,017 tonnes 
can be fished in the UK's exclusive economic zone. 

§ 4 Group quota for trawl vessels 

Vessels with a mackerel trawl permit can fish and land up to 5,081 tonnes of mackerel for 
human consumption, of which 3,120 tonnes can be fished in the UK's exclusive economic zone. 

§ 5 Group quotas for coastal vessels 

Vessels authorised to participate in the coastal vessel group and non-brand-registered vessels 
authorised to participate in the land-seine fishery may fish and land up to 26,508 tonnes of 
mackerel, of which: 

a. Vessels with access to participate in a closed group can fish and land up to 25,758 
tonnes, of which 14,430 tonnes can be fished in the UK's exclusive economic zone. The 
group quota includes 508 tonnes for the recruitment scheme. 

b. Vessels with access to participate in an open group can fish and land within a provision 
of 650 tonnes. 

c. Non-brand-registered vessels that are allowed to participate in fishing with land seines 
may fish and land up to 100 tonnes. 

§ 6 Quota flexibility over the turn of the year at group level 

If a group quota is overfished, the Directorate of Fisheries may charge the group quota in the 
following quota year with a corresponding quantity. 

If a group quota has not been fished at the end of the quota year, the Directorate of Fisheries 
may credit up to 10% of this group quota for the following quota year. 

If it is calculated that more than 10% of a group quota will remain at the end of the quota year, 
the Directorate of Fisheries may redistribute the excess quantity to other vessel groups within 
the same quota year. 

The group quotas specified in the Regulations are not adjusted for any transfers of quantities 
between quota years as described in the first and second subsections. 

The provisions in the first to fourth paragraphs do not apply to the group quota mentioned in 
section 5 (c) for vessels not registered with a mark that are permitted to participate in the fishery 
with land seines. 



Chapter 2. Fishing in the purse seine group 

§ 7 Vessel quotas 

Vessels with purse seine permits are allocated vessel quotas on the basis of the following quota 
factors: 

1500 hl + 40% of the concession capacity from 0-4000 hl 

  30% of the licence capacity from 4000-6000 hl 

  20% of the concession capacity from 6000-10,000 hl 

  10% of the concession capacity over 10,000 hl 

The quota factor is converted to tonnes by 1 hectolitre = 0.1 tonnes (100 kilograms). 

For small purse seine vessels with a legal length between 21.35 and 28 metres, the stipulated 
quota factor as of 19 November 2006 is used as the basis for calculating the vessel quota. 

The quota for each vessel is calculated by multiplying the vessel's quota factors by a quota unit 
determined by the Directorate of Fisheries. 

The quota unit for vessels with a purse seine permit is 2.13 tonnes. Of the total vessel quota, a 
maximum quota calculated on the basis of a sub-quota unit of 1.34 may be fished in the UK's 
exclusive economic zone. 

The quota unit for small purse seine vessels is 2.00 tonnes. Of the total vessel quota, a 
maximum quota calculated on the basis of a sub-quota unit of 1.24 may be fished in the UK's 
exclusive economic zone. 

§ 8 Quota flexibility over the turn of the year at vessel level 

Vessels with purse seine permits and small purse seine vessels may overfish the vessel quota 
allocated pursuant to 
section 7 by up to 10% in 2025. Vessels that use this option will be charged a corresponding 
quantity for the quota year 2026. If the vessel quota has not been fished by the end of 2025, up 
to 10% of this quota will be credited until 2026 unless the Ministry decides otherwise in the 
regulation for 2026 at the latest. Vessels that used the access to quota flexibility over the turn of 
the year in 2024 will be charged or credited with a corresponding quantity for the quota year 
2025. 

Vessels that in 2025 use the random fishing scheme in accordance with Section 15 of the 
Regulations of 4 March 2005 no. 193 on the structural quota scheme etc. for the deep-sea 
fishing fleet, may not use the access to quota flexibility at vessel level. 

Chapter 3. Fishing in the trawl group 

§ 9 Vessel quotas 



Vessels with a mackerel trawl permit are allocated vessel quotas on the basis of the following 
quota factors: 

50 tons+ 50% of gross tonnage from 0 – 100 

  40% of gross tonnage from 101 – 200 

  30% of gross tonnage from 201 – 300 

  20% of gross tonnage from 301 – 400 

  10% of gross tonnage from 401 – 600 

When calculating the vessel's quota factor, the tonnage in accordance with the Ship Control's 
measurement certificate or identity certificate issued no later than 31 December 2001 applies, 
or the vessel's tonnage in accordance with the Ship Control's measurement certificate or 
identity certificate after replacement or conversion has been carried out in accordance with the 
replacement or conversion permit issued no later than the same date. In the event of a change 
of ownership, the gross tonnage is used as of the mentioned date for the vessel for which the 
owner had a licence at the beginning of the year or earlier. 

The quota for each vessel is calculated by multiplying the vessel's quota factors by a quota unit 
determined by the Directorate of Fisheries. 

The quota unit is 0.47 tonnes. Of the total vessel quota, a maximum quota calculated on the 
basis of a sub-quota unit of 0.29 may be fished in the UK's exclusive economic zone. 

Vessels with a mackerel trawl permit that participate as purse seine vessels or as coastal 
vessels may not participate in the trawl group's fishing for mackerel. 

§ 10 Quota flexibility over the turn of the year at vessel level 

Vessels with a mackerel trawl permit may overfish the vessel quota allocated pursuant to 
section 9 by up to 10% in 2025. Vessels that use this access will be charged a corresponding 
quantity for the quota year 2026. If the vessel quota has not been fished by the end of 2025, up 
to 10% of this quota will be credited until 2026 unless the Ministry decides otherwise in the 
regulation for 2026 at the latest. Vessels that used the access to quota flexibility over the turn of 
the year in 2024 will be charged or credited with a corresponding quantity for the quota year 
2025. 

Vessels that in 2025 use the random fishing scheme in accordance with Section 15 of the 
Regulations relating to the structural quota scheme etc. for the deep-sea fishing fleet, may not 
use the right to quota flexibility at vessel level. 

§ 11 Pair trawling 



Notwithstanding the prohibition in Sections 20 and 21, vessels trawling in pairs may, under the 
following conditions, allocate the quantity upon landing, regardless of which vessel carries the 
catch: 

a. The vessels must be registered in writing as a pair trawl team with the Norwegian Herring 
Sales Association before fishing begins. 

b. The vessels in the pair trawl layer must fish with the same gear, and two vessels can pull 
up to 2 wires in each wing of the trawl gear. It is not permitted to use trawl doors during 
pair trawling. 

c. If catches taken in connection with pair trawling are shared, a minimum of 20% of the 
catch per landing shall be distributed to the vessels in question. Catches must always 
be recorded on the vessel that lands the catch. 

d. When reporting the catch to the Norwegian Herring Sales Association and upon landing, 
a statement must be given that the catch has been taken as a pair trawl team. 

e. A vessel may not share a catch with more than three other vessels during the quota year. 
A vessel may nevertheless share a catch with a new vessel if previous vessels in the pair 
trawl layer have been removed from the mark register as a result of a structural scheme. 

Before the start of fishing with pair trawls, a notification must be sent to the Directorate of 
Fisheries. The Directorate of Fisheries may require vessels that are registered as pair trawls to 
present themselves for approval. The Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries is the appeals 
body. 

Chapter 4. Fishing in the coastal vessel group 

§ 12 Vessel and maximum quotas for vessels in a closed group 

Vessels with access to participate in a closed group may fish and land the following quantities 
of mackerel: 

Length of 
authority 

Participant 
admission 

Quota factor Vessel quota 
(guaranteed) for 
all vessels 
(tonnes) 

Maximum quota for 
vessels with size l. and 
hj. l. under 15 meters 
(tons) 

  

    

    

0-9,99 Yarn and line 1,3544 17,48 29,72     

Note 1,4246 18,39 31,26     

10-12,99 Yarn and line 2,3701 30,60 52,02     



Note 1,8129 23,40 39,79     

13-14,99 Yarn and line 2,3701 30,60 52,02     

Note 4,9777 64,26 109,24     

15-17,99 Yarn and line 2,8847 37,24       

Note 7,0565 91,10       

18-21,35 Yarn and line 2,8847 37,24       

Note 11,0682 142,89       

The quota for each vessel is calculated by multiplying the vessel's quota factors by one quota 
unit. The quota unit for calculating the vessel quota is 12,910 tonnes. For vessels with a 
maximum length and a legal length of less than 15 metres, the quota unit for calculating the 
maximum quota is set at 21,946 tonnes. Of the total vessel quota, a maximum quota calculated 
on the basis of a sub-quota unit of 8.76 may be fished in the UK's exclusive economic zone. 

Vessels permitted to participate in fishing with nets and lines with a maximum length of 15 
metres or more may fish and land a maximum quota corresponding to vessels of less than 15 
metres in overall length and legal length, cf. the first and second paragraphs, if the following 
conditions are met: 

• The vessel may not fish with nets or trawls in the period between 1 January 2025 and 31 
December 2025. 

• Before the vessel's first trip in the mackerel fishery, the Directorate of Fisheries must 
have received registration by e-mail to postmottak@fiskeridir.no. The registration must 
include the name of the vessel, registration number, contact information for the vessel 
and information that the vessel is registering for maximum quota-regulated net and line 
fishing for mackerel. 

The prohibition against fishing with seines or trawls in the period 1 January 2025 to 31 
December 2025 that follows from the third paragraph also applies in the event of subsequent 
sales, the granting of access to participate in compensation for corresponding participation 
rights or the replacement of vessels pursuant to Sections 48, 50 and 51 of the Regulations on 
Participation. 

§ 13 Quota flexibility over the turn of the year at vessel level 

After the maximum and vessel quota allocated pursuant to section 12 has been utilised, 
individual vessels with a legal length and maximum length of less than 15 metres may fish and 



land up to 10% of the vessel quota in 2025. Vessels that use this right in 2025 will be charged a 
corresponding quantity for the quota year 2026. 

Vessels with a legal length of less than 15 metres and a maximum length of more than 15 
metres, as well as vessels with a legal length of more than 15 metres, may overfish the vessel 
quota allocated pursuant to section 12 by up to 10% in 2025. Vessels that use this access in 
2025 will be charged a corresponding quantity for the quota year 2026. If the vessel quota has 
not been fished by the end of 2025, up to 10% of this quota will be credited until 2026. The right 
to transfer up to 10% of unfished quantities to the next year is conditional on the catch being 
registered on the vessel's participation rights in the current year. 

Vessels that used the access to quota flexibility over the turn of the year at vessel level 2024 will 
be charged or credited with a corresponding quantity for the quota year 2025. 

§ 14 Gear flexibility 

Vessels with access to participate in the mackerel fishery with nets can also fish the net quota 
with nets and lines. Correspondingly, vessels with access to participate with nets and lines may 
fish this quota with nets. 

§ 15 Structural quota system 

When a vessel is granted permission to fish several quotas of mackerel pursuant to the 
structural quota scheme, transferred quotas shall be calculated using the same quota unit as 
when calculating the receiving vessel's basic quota. 

§ 16 Fishing with Danish seines 

It is forbidden to fish for mackerel with Danish seines in areas other than Skagerak, bounded to 
the west by a straight line through Lindesnes lighthouse and Hanstholm lighthouse and to the 
south by a straight line through Skagen lighthouse and Tistlarna lighthouse. 

§ 17 Vessel quota for vessels in open group 

Vessels with access to participate in an open group in the coastal vessel group can fish and land 
up to 17 tonnes of mackerel. 

Vessels that have a recruitment quota bonus awarded in accordance with the Regulations on 
the allocation of recruitment quota bonuses can fish and land a guaranteed quota of 19 tonnes. 

§ 18 Quota for non-labelled vessels fishing for mackerel with land seines 

Anyone who fishes mackerel with a land-net from a vessel that is not registered under the 
Trademark, cf. Regulations No. 593 of 10 February 2011 on fishing with a land-seine when 
fishing with a vessel that is not registered under the Trademark, may fish and land up to 15 
tonnes of mackerel. Guaranteed quantity is 5 tons. 

§ 19 Calculation of quota in connection with replacement and conversion 

Vessels of less than 13 metres in overall length which, in the event of replacement or 
conversion, have their overall length changed, will have their quota calculated according to their 
length entered in the Marks Register no later than 31 December 2001, or an approved certificate 
of measurement dated no later than the same date. 



Vessels of or more than 13 metres in overall length that have their overall length changed by 
replacement or conversion, will have their quota calculated according to their length entered in 
the mark register no later than 9 July 1998, or an approved measurement certificate dated no 
later than the same date. 

Chapter 5. Common provisions 

§ 20 Quota utilisation 

Each vessel may only fish and land one quota of the individual fish species within the quota 
year. If the vessel has started fishing on one quota, it cannot start fishing on another quota of 
the same fish species during the quota year. Notwithstanding this, each vessel may fish and 
land a quota exchanged or allocated pursuant to provisions on special quota arrangements. 

If the vessel owner replaces his vessel, a deduction shall be made from the quota allocated to 
the acquired vessel for the quantity that the vessel owner has fished and landed within the 
quota year with the vessel to be replaced. Notwithstanding the first paragraph, the vessel owner 
may fish with the acquired vessel even if the previous owner has fished and landed a catch with 
the same vessel within the quota year, but a deduction shall then be made from the quota for 
the quantity that the seller of the replacement vessel has fished and landed in the quota year 
with the vessel. The first and second paragraphs apply correspondingly to the replacement of 
vessels in an open group. When deductions can be made under both the first and second 
sentences, only the quantity that is larger shall be deducted. 

When purchasing the vessel for continued operation, the new vessel owner may, 
notwithstanding the first paragraph, fish with the acquired vessel even if the previous owner has 
fished and landed a catch with the same vessel within the quota year, but a deduction shall be 
made from the quota for what the seller of the vessel has fished and landed with this vessel 
during the quota year. The same applies to the purchase of vessels that are to participate in an 
open group. 

When granting a fishing permit to replace a corresponding fishing permit issued by another 
vessel, a deduction shall be made from the quota for the quantity fished within the quota year in 
accordance with the permit issued by the other vessel. The vessel that is granted a fishing 
permit may, notwithstanding the first paragraph, fish on the granted fishing permit, but a 
deduction shall be made from the quota for the quantity the vessel has fished during the quota 
year. When deductions can be made under both the first and second sentences, only the 
quantity that is larger shall be deducted. 

If replacement or sale for continued operation has been carried out several times during the 
quota year, or both replacement and sale for continued operation, this shall, as far as 
appropriate, be taken into account when deducting from the quota pursuant to the second to 
fourth paragraphs. The same applies if a fishing permit is granted as a replacement for a similar 
fishing permit issued from another vessel, and the stated permit earlier in the quota year has 
been granted as a replacement for a fishing permit issued from another vessel. The same also 
applies to the extent appropriate if both replacement or sale for continued operation has been 
carried out during the quota year, and the allocation of a fishing permit to replace a 
corresponding permit. 

Exceptions may be made from the provisions of the first paragraph, second paragraph, second 
sentence and third paragraph if the vessel has participated in a closed group in the individual 



fisheries and has not changed ownership in the last two years. Exceptions may be made from 
the provision in the fourth paragraph if the fishing permit stated has been awarded to the same 
vessel continuously for the past two years. 

The Directorate of Fisheries may grant exemptions from the first paragraph, second paragraph, 
second sentence and third paragraph for vessels that are acquired as compensation for vessels 
that have a significant interruption of service due to a breakdown or shipwreck. It is a 
prerequisite that the conditions for the use of a chartered vessel are otherwise met. 

§ 21 Transfer of catch 

The quantity that can be fished with the individual vessel cannot be transferred to another 
vessel. It is also forbidden to receive and land catch caught by another vessel. 

However, it is permitted to transfer catches on the field between vessels fishing with nets and 
trawls if the vessels are suitable, manned and equipped for fishing. 

It is not permitted to transfer catch caught on board. 

It is not permitted to transfer catches that have been locked. 

It is not permitted for vessels in open groups to transfer catches. 

§ 22 Quota cooperation scheme for coastal vessels in closed groups 

Notwithstanding the prohibitions in sections 20 and 21, two vessels in a closed group that do 
not meet the conditions for being allocated a structural quota pursuant to Regulations 7 
November no. 1309 on special quota schemes for the coastal fishing fleet and that are less than 
15 metres in overall length may enter into a quota cooperation on the following conditions: 

a. The Directorate of Fisheries must have received written notification of quota 
cooperation no later than 1 working day before the fishing begins. Notification must also 
be given of changes in the quota cooperation. Mandatory notifications must be 
submitted on a separate form available on the Directorate of Fisheries' website. 

b. The vessels are allowed to participate in a closed group in the mackerel fishery. 

c. In the case of quota cooperation between diberent owners, both owners must have had 
the right to participate in fishing with a vessel in 2023 or 2024 and both owners must 
have charged a vessel with a quota in one of the years. In the case of quota cooperation 
with its own vessels, the owner must have been allowed to participate in the fishery with 
two vessels in 2023 or 2024 and charged with quotas for two vessels in one of the years. 

d. The vessel owner must be on board during the fishing and sign the landing or contract 
note. If the vessels have diberent owners, both vessel owners must be on board during 
the fishery and both vessel owners must sign a landing or contract note. A form must be 
completed stating which vessel has fished and which vessel in the quota cooperation is 
to be charged with quotas. Within each vessel's quota, the vessel owners decide how 
much of the catch of mackerel, as well as by-catch, is to be entered on the individual 
vessel in the quota cooperation. The Directorate of Fisheries may grant exemptions from 
the requirement that the owner must be on board if: 



1. 1. the owner holds a position of trust in a fisheries organisation or public obice, 
and the position means that the owner cannot stand on board the vessel during 
the exercise of the catch, or 

2. 2. the owner is pregnant or has given birth less than two years ago, or is on 
parental leave, or is caring for a child with a long-term illness, or 

3. 3. the owner is prevented from standing on board the vessel during the exercise 
of hunting due to illness or injury that will require long-term rehabilitation, or 

4. 4. The owner is in conscription for the first time. 

Where a vessel is owned by several joints, it is subicient that one of them fulfils the obligations 
set out in the first sentence of letter d. 

e. The passive vessel in the quota cooperation may not fish or land catches during the time 
the vessels are registered for the quota cooperation. It is not possible to switch between 
which vessel is active and which vessel is passive in the quota cooperation. 

f. Vessels may only participate in one quota cooperation in the mackerel fishery during the 
quota year. In the event of replacement, the replacement vessel enters into the 
replacement vessel's quota cooperation to the extent that the replacement vessel fulfils 
the conditions for this. Participation in the quota cooperation scheme does not prevent 
participation in the co-fishing scheme pursuant to Section 34 et seq. of the Harvesting 
Regulations. A registered quota cooperation can be cancelled if no catch has been 
landed on either the active or the passive vessel during the period that according to the 
registration has been set aside for quota cooperation. To cancel a quota cooperation, a 
notification must be sent to postmottak@fiskeridir.no 

This provision is based on the concept of ownership in Section 2 (a) of the Regulations on 
Partnerships. 

§ 23 Bycatch 

It is not permitted to have bycatch of mackerel when fishing for other species. Such by-catch is 
nevertheless permitted when the by-catch can be settled against the vessel's mackerel quota. 

Furthermore, vessels that are not permitted to participate in the mackerel fishery may have 
bycatch of mackerel in the following fisheries: 

a. In the herring fishery, up to 10% by weight of mackerel is permitted in the individual 
catches, of the entire catch on board and on landing. 

b. In the horse mackerel fishery, up to 10% by-catch of mackerel by weight is permitted in 
the individual catches, of the entire catch on board and on landing. 

§ 24 Reduction of quota in the event of dumping or killing 

If a catch has been intentionally or negligently dumped or otherwise killed, the Directorate of 
Fisheries may make a decision on a proportionate reduction of the quota. 

The Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries is the appeals body. 

§ 25 Duty to report when blowing a net 



Vessels fishing with nets must report net bursting on a separate form to the Directorate of 
Fisheries. 

Vessels that are subject to the requirement for electronic reporting of catch and activity data 
must report net bursting in accordance with Section 12 of the Regulations of 21 December 2009 
No. 1743 on position reporting and electronic reporting for Norwegian fishing and hunting 
vessels. 

§ 26 Closure of fishing grounds in the event of risk of killing, bycatch and interference 

In the event of a risk of killing, bycatch and interference of mackerel below the minimum size, in 
all areas where mackerel is fished, the Directorate of Fisheries may close and reopen areas for 
fishing. The Directorate of Fisheries may also set more detailed conditions for the exercise of 
fishing. 

§ 27 Authorisation 

The Directorate of Fisheries can stop fishing when the total quota, group quotas or area quotas 
have been calculated. 

The Directorate of Fisheries may amend the Regulations and lay down further provisions that 
are necessary to achieve a rational and appropriate exercise or implementation of the fishery. 

Chapter 6. Violation fines, penalties and entry into force 

§ 28 Violation fines 

Undertakings and parties that intentionally or negligently violate provisions laid down in or 
pursuant to the Regulations may be fined in accordance with Section 59 of the Marine 
Resources Act and Regulations No. 1437 of 20 December 2011 on the use of coercive fines and 
infringement fines in the event of a breach of the Marine Resources Act. 

§ 29 Punishment 

A person who, intentionally or negligently, violates provisions laid down in or pursuant to the 
Regulations is punished in accordance with Sections 60, 61, 62, 64 and 65 of the Marine 
Resources Act and Section 31 of the Participation Act. In the same way, attempts and 
complicity are punished. 

§ 30 Entry into force 

The regulations enter into force on 1 January 2025 and apply until 31 December 2025. 

_______________ 

KOO/EW 

 


