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Regulations prohibiting the fishing of Norwegian spring-spawning herring in the territorial waters 
surrounding Svalbard in 2025 

Adopted by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries on 18 December 2024 pursuant to 
Section 4 of Act No. 11 of 17 July 1925 relating to Svalbard (the Svalbard Act), cf. Section 1 of 
Regulations No. 20 of 28 April 1978 on the Regulation of Fishing in Svalbard's Territorial Waters 
and Inland Waters and Sections 16 and 59 of Act No. 37 of 6 June 2008 relating to the 
Management of Wild Living Marine Resources (Marine Resources Act), cf. Act No. 57 of 27 June 
2003 relating to Norway's Territorial Waters and Adjacent Zones (Territorial Waters Act) Section 
5. 

§ 1. Scope 

The Regulations apply to fishing in the territorial waters surrounding Svalbard by Norwegian and 
foreign vessels of any kind that engage in fishing for commercial purposes or that assist the 
fishing fleet, including exploration and experimental vessels. 

§ 2. General ban 

It is forbidden to fish Norwegian spring-spawning herring. 

§ 3. Infringement fines 

Undertakings and parties that intentionally or negligently violate provisions laid down in or 
pursuant to the Regulations may be fined in accordance with Section 59 of the Marine 
Resources Act and Regulations No. 1437 of 20 December 2011 on the use of coercive fines and 
infringement fines in the event of a breach of the Marine Resources Act and the Participation 
Act. 

§ 4. Punishment 

Anyone who intentionally or negligently violates provisions of the Regulations is punished in 
accordance with Section 4 of the Svalbard Act and Sections 61, 64 and 65 of the Marine 
Resources Act. Attempts and complicity are punished in the same way. 

§ 5. Entry into force 

The regulations enter into force on 1 January 2025 and apply until 31 December 2025. 
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